
Student Orientation 

Onondaga Community College 



PTECH Support Team at OCC

Ms. Warren
Full-Time at OCC

Mr. Gardner
Full-Time at OCC

Mr. Lupa
1-2 days a week

Check and Connect

Ms. O’ Brien
2 days per week

Learning Lab Support

Mrs. Petrie
1-2 days a week

Check and Connect



A Day in the Life of an OCC Junior
On your Bus Ride
Check your OCC and PTECH emails. 
Check your course outlines and organize your planner

Arrival at OCC: 
Phones are in your pocket or bags
Check-in with Mr. Gardner for attendance

Your Classes:
Get to class early. Use the restroom before class starts.
Sit near the front; show your professor you’re ready to learn!
Your phone must be in your backpack or away. 
Be an active learner. Take notes. Write down questions.
Write down when your assignments are due 

Between Classes: 
Get your lunch from the fridge or dining hall
Check out the Student Center for free goodies or activities!
Students on academic good standing may eat at a location of their choice
If you are on academic warning, report to our Learning Lab with Mrs. O’Brien

Bus Ride Home:
Organize your upcoming assignments into your planner, a to-do list or a virtual calendar; set phone reminders 

  



A Week in the Life of an OCC Junior



A Year in the Life of an OCC 
Junior

Fall Semester Starts (Cohort VII): Monday, August 25th 
Fall Semester Starts (Cohort VIII): Tuesday, August 26th 

No School - Labor Day: Monday September 1st 
Columbus/Indigenous People’s Day: Monday October 14th

Fall Semester Ends: Friday, December 6th 
Fall Finals: December 8th - 13th 

Industry Visits, Career Exploration and Health Course: December to January 
26th on Tuesday/Thursdays

Spring Semester Starts (Cohort VII): Monday, January 26th 
Spring Semester Starts (Cohort VIII) : Tuesday, January 27th

OCC Spring Break: March 16th-22nd 
Spring Semester Ends: Friday, May 9th 

Fall Finals: May 11th - May 16th 
Job Shadowing on Tuesday/Thursdays



What if…

I have to miss a class 
because of a doctor’s 

appointment? 

What if my parent is picking 
me up early from OCC?

What if I am really stressed 
about a course?

What if I feel disorganized?

What if I miss a few 
homeworks and fall behind?

Email: Ms. Warren, Mr. Gardner and 
Mr. Lupa AND your professor

Email: Ms. Warren, Mr. Gardner 
and Mr. Lupa AND your 

professor; contact your home 
district bus garage

Email Ms. Warren, Mr. Gardner 
and Mr. Lupa to set up a 

counseling appointment and get 
some strategies

Email Ms. Warren, Mr. Gardner 
and Mr. Lupa: we will help you 
get organizational coaching

Email Ms. Warren, Mr. Gardner 
and Mr. Lupa: we will help you 

get tutoring or structures



Onondaga Community College: P-TECH Pathway to 
Success Plan

What We Monitor

P-TECH staff track three key areas that affect 
success in college:

● Attendance – showing up 
consistently for college classes, 
P-TECH interventions, and required 
supports.

● Motivation/Mental Health – 
effort shown through assignment 
completion, timeliness, and 
persistence; feelings of well-being

● Behavior – professionalism, safety, 
and conduct that reflects readiness for 
college and career.

Supports and Interventions Available

If concerns arise, we don’t just monitor—we provide supports. These 
may include:

● Student Meetings – to problem-solve challenges directly 
with staff.

● Parent Communication – ongoing updates and meetings 
to keep families involved.

● Tutoring & Extra Help – all juniors have the opportunity 
for tutoring for Math and Electrical courses on Mondays and 
Wednesdays; all PTECH seniors 5th and 6th years are 
invited to come back on Fridays for tutoring with P-TECH 
staff, structured check-ins (Check + Connect with Mr. 
Gardner), or tutoring at OCC’s Learning Center.

● Organization & Time Management Supports – 
structured schedules, checklists, and staff-led coaching to 
help students manage coursework.

● Mental Health Supports – access to OCC Counseling 
Services or check-ins with Mr. Lupa for emotional and 
mental health needs.

● Learning Contracts – formalized agreements outlining 
expectations/strategies for growth

● District Support Meetings – including principals, 
counselors, and P-TECH leadership



College Academic Success Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NnyE-ho5rZu4zkStfWKTsa3lMyIicxbw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NnyE-ho5rZu4zkStfWKTsa3lMyIicxbw/edit


Theme this Year
GRIT = Growth • Resilience • Integrity • Tenacity

● Growth – Always learning, adapting, and improving.

● Resilience – Bouncing back from challenges stronger than before.

● Integrity – Doing what’s right, even when it’s hard.

● Tenacity – Sticking with it until the goal is achieved.

Above all else, we are proud of you and 
so excited to see your successes this year!



Hailey Warren 
Associate Director of Early 

College Pathways & P-TECH 
Liaison

 h.warren@sunyocc.edu 

mailto:h.warren@sunyocc.edu


Schedules

● MyOCC - OCC 
courses only

● Schedules will 
be distributed



Order Your Textbooks Today! 



Textbooks



Office of Accessibility Resources (OAR)

Students who have an IEP or 504 plan can qualify 
for accommodations through the Office of 
Accessibility Resources (OAR). 

Digital copies of a student’s IEP or 504 plan will be 
emailed to the Office of Accessibility Resources 
(OAR) by Oswego County P-TECH.



Transportation 

Students who are being picked up early from OCC 
and not using bus transportation are REQUIRED to 
notify their HOME DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION 
office AND MR. GARDNER. 



Transportation 
Students in (11th Grade) and (12th Grade) are to use district or 
parent transportation to OCC for the 2025/2026 school year. 

Students ARE NOT permitted to drive to campus using their own 
vehicles. 

Students ARE NOT permitted to drive to school using a vehicle 
from another student. 

Student ARE NOT permitted to walk off campus or ride with 
anyone else off OCC campus for lunch or any other reason.



School Delay / Cancellation 
Students follow their home district transportation decisions for all weather 
related travel. 

Scenario: Students will not attend OCC if their home district is closed. 

Scenario: Students will travel to OCC if their home district is delayed. 

 
Questions related to transportation should be directed to their home 
district’s transportation office. 

Students MUST communicate with their professor if they are not present in 
class. 



District Transportation Contact
APW (315) 625-5242 Oswego: (315) 341-2900

Central Square: (315) 668-3771 Phoenix: (315) 695-1551

Fulton: (315) 593-5514 Pulaski: (315) 298-7378

Hannibal: (315) 564-8140 Sandy Creek: (315) 387-3445 x3330

Mexico: (315) 963-8400 x9



Attendance 

● Students must check in with Mr. Gardner each day upon arrival. 

Meeting will be on first floor by the elevator.

● This includes drop off by school bus and parent. 

● Students home district and P-TECH are notified daily on student 

attendance.



Student Meals
● Students have the option of bringing their own lunch, receiving a school lunch (provided by 

the school district) or purchase lunch from the college cafeteria. 

● Free breakfast and lunch is provided through Mexico CSD Food Services. 

● Average cost of a lunch from OCC cafeteria is $10.00

○ Commuter Meal Plan - Mrs. Warren

● Students are required to order lunches by seeing Mrs. Warren in Whitney 314. 

● Orders are due by the week before they are needed!

● Lunches can be picked up in P-TECH  (W317) in Whitney Hall. Fridge/Microwave located in 

the room. Students should be taking their OWN lunch. 

****Bagged lunches will not be available to students on days in which Mexico CSD is 
closed. P-TECH will provide another option for students to eat on those days. 



OCC Courses - What You Need To Know
Course Syllabus - Contract (Professor & Student)

○ Assignment / Test Dates - 
■ Use Agenda / Calendar / Planner /                                

E-Mail / D2L Brightspace!!!!!
○ Attendance Policy / Academic Integrity 
○ Learning Outcomes - 

■ Pre-read units / review notes / clarify!
○ Grading Policy (Example): 

■ Homework - 25% / Tests - 20% /                                              
Labs - 30% / Mid-Term 10% / Final Exam - 15% 

○ Academic Support:
■ Office Hours / Tutoring / Study Groups / Math 

Support 
○ Instructor Contact Information & Office Hours - 

■ Class Absence, assignment issue, extra help!, etc.



STUDENT SUCCESS 
Begin with the End in Mind!

● Grading Structure - You start at 100% (earn every point possible!)
○ Tracking your grades - talk with your professor / re-do work to improve!
○ Maintain a GPA of 2.0 or Higher ( C / 70+ / 2.0 GPA)

● Use agenda / planner - Paper/pencil / Electronic
● Stay Organized - Organize handouts, study-guides, homework, etc.
● Develop a weekly Routine - Practice Studying & Test Taking Habits  

[PURPOSE] - assuming you want to be successful… WHY do you want to 
achieve success in your classes? What will keep you motivated & focused toward 
your goal to succeed when you are... tired, overwhelmed, stressed or having a bad 
day... How will you re-direct if you get off course?....



College GPA Scale 
OCC Graduation Policy - 
A student must have a 
minimum 2.0 GPA  
(73-76) average to 
graduate from OCC.



Questions? 


